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when a self-propelled surface unit other
than a drillship is on location or under
tow, under certain circumstances as
determined by the cognizant OCMI.

(h) An individual holding a license or
endorsement as barge supervisor is re-
quired on a non-self-propelled surface
unit other than a drillship.

(i) An individual holding a license or
endorsement as barge supervisor may
serve as ballast control operator.

(j) The OCMI issuing the MODU’s cer-
tificate of inspection may authorize
the substitution of chief or assistant
engineer (MODU) for chief or assistant
engineer, respectively, on self-pro-
pelled or propulsion assisted surface
units, except drillships. The OCMI may
also authorize the substitution of as-
sistant engineer (MODU) for assistant
engineer on drillships.

(k) Requirements in this part con-
cerning radar observers do not apply to
non-self-propelled MODUs.

(l) A surface mobile offshore drilling
unit underway or on location, when
afloat and equipped with a ballast con-
trol room, must have that ballast con-
trol room manned by an individual
holding a license or endorsement au-
thorizing service as ballast control op-
erator.

[CGD 81–059a, 55 FR 14805, Apr. 18, 1990]

§ 15.525 Reference to other parts.

Parts 31 and 35 of this chapter con-
tain additional manning requirements
applicable to tank vessels.

Subpart E—Manning Require-
ments; Uninspected Vessels

§ 15.601 General.

The following sections of subparts F,
G, and H of this part contain provisions
concerning manning of uninspected
vessels; §§ 15.701, 15.705, 15.710, 15.720,
15.730, 15.801, 15.805, 15.810, 15.820, 15.825,
15.840, 15.850, 15.855, 15.905, 15.910, and
15.915.

§ 15.605 Licensed operators for
uninspected passenger vessels.

Each self-propelled, uninspected ves-
sel carrying not more than six pas-
sengers, as defined by 46 U.S.C.
2101(21)(D), must be under the direction

and control of an individual licensed by
the Coast Guard.

§ 15.610 Licensed operators for
uninspected towing vessels.

Every uninspected towing vessel
which is at least 26 feet in length meas-
ured from end to end over the deck (ex-
cluding sheer) must be under the direc-
tion and control of an individual li-
censed by the Coast Guard. This does
not apply to a vessel of less than 200
gross tons engaged in the offshore min-
eral and oil industry if the vessel has
offshore mineral and oil industry sites
or equipment as its ultimate destina-
tion or place of departure.

Subpart F—Limitations and
Qualifying Factors

§ 15.701 Officers Competency Certifi-
cates Convention, 1936.

(a) This section implements the Offi-
cers Competency Certificates Conven-
tion, 1936, and applies to each vessel
documented under the laws of the
United States navigating seaward of
the Boundary Lines in part 7 of this
chapter, except:

(1) A public vessel;
(2) A wooden vessel of primitive

build, such as a dhow or junk;
(3) A barge; and,
(4) A vessel of less than 200 gross

tons.
(b) The master, mates and engineers

on any vessel to which this section ap-
plies must hold a license to serve in
that capacity issued by the Coast
Guard under part 10 of this chapter.

(c) A vessel to which this section ap-
plies, or a foreign flag vessel to which
the Convention applies, may be de-
tained by a designated official until
that official is satisfied that the vessel
is in compliance with the Convention.
Designated official includes Coast Guard
officers, Coast Guard petty officers and
officers or employees of the Customs
Service.

(d) Whenever a vessel is detained, the
owner, charterer, managing operator,
agent, master, or individual in charge
may appeal the detention within five
days under the provisions of § 2.01–70 of
this chapter.
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